
27414 FederalRegisterI Vol. 54. No. 124 / Thursday,June 29, 1989 / ProposedRules

5OCFRPart 17

Endangered and Thrsstarisd Wildlife
and Plants; Findings on Petitions To
Ust Four Puerto Rican Waterfowl and
Sherman’s Fox Squirrel
AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTIOV~Notice of petition findings.

SUMMARY~The Serviceannouncesthree
12-monthfindings forpetitionstoamend
theLists of EndangeredandThreatened
Wildlife and Plants.All threeof the
requestedactions havebeendetermined
to be warranted but precludedby other
actions to amend the lists.
DATES: The findingsreportedIn this
notice were madefrom December1988
to March 1989.Commentsand
informationmaybe submitteduntil
furthernotice.
ADDRESSES: Information, comments, or
questionsregardingthepetitionfindings
for thePuertoRican waterfowl may be
submittedto theCaribbeanFieldOffice,
U.S. FishandWildlife Service,P.O.Box
491, Boqueron,PuertoRico00622
(telephone809/851—7297);andfor
Sherman’sfox squirrelto the
JacksonvilleField Office, U.S.Fish and
Wildlife Service,3100University
BoulevardSouth,Suite120, Jacksonville,
Florida32216(telephone904/791—2580,
FFS 946—2580). Thepetitions,findings,
supportingdata,andcommentsare
availablefor public inspection,by
appointment,duringnormal business
hours at theaddresseslistedabove.
FOR FURThER INFORMATION CONTACT
Hilda Diaz-Soltero at theCaribbean
Field Office, or Mr. David Wesleyat the
Jacksonville,Florida,Field Office
(telephonenumbersarelistedabove
under“ADDRESSES”).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMAT)ON:

Background
Section 4(b)(3)(B) of the Endangered

SpeciesAct of 1973,as amendedin1982
(16U.S.C.1531 etseq.),requiresthat,for
anypetitionto revisetheLists of
EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlantsthatcontainssubstantial
scientific or commercialinformation,the
U.S.FishandWildlife Service(Service)
shouldmakea finding within 12months
of thedateof receiptof thepetitionon
whetherthepetitionedactionis (a)not
warranted,(b) warranted,or (c)

warranted,butprecludedfrom
immediateproposalby otherpending
proposals.Section4(b)(3)(C)requires
thatpetitionsfor which theaction
requestedis foundto be“warrantedbut
precludedby otheractionsto amendthe
lists” shouldbetreatedasthough
resubmittedonthedateof suchfinding,
i.e., requiringa subsequentfinding to be
madewithin 12 months.Such12-month
findingsareto bepublishedpromptlyin
theFederalRegister.

A petition to addthewhite-cheeked
pintail. Anas bahamensis,totheList of
Endangeredand ThreatenedWildlife
wascontained in a memorandumfrom
the refugestaffof Caribbean Islands
National Wildlife Refuge. It wasdated
November21, 1985,andwasaccepted
for considerationon November22, 1985.
Thepetitioncontaineddocumentationof
a seriousisland-widedeclinein this
speciesinPuertoRicosincethe1950’s,
from a formerconditionof beingone of
themostabundantwaterfowlthere.
Habitatelossesandillegal taking were
suggestedas causesfor thedecline.The
Servicefoundat 90 daysthat the
petitionpresentedsubstantial
informationthat therequestedaction
maybewarranted,andthefinding was
reportedin theFederalRegisterfor
August20, 1986 (51 FR 29671).That
publicationalsoinitiatedformalstatus
reviewfor thewhite-cheekedpintail. A
12-monthfinding for this species
determinedthat theactionrequested
waswarrantedbutprecluded,andwas
reportedin theFederalRegisteronJuly
1, 1987 (52FR 24485).A subsequent12-
monthfinding thattherequestedaction
waswarrantedbutprecludedby work
on otherspecieshavinghigherpriority
for listing wasreportedin theFederal
RegisterforOctober4, 1988 (53 FR
38969).

Reviewof theavailableevidenceby
Servicebiologistscontinuesto indicate
that listing of this speciesis warranted,
butprecludedby work on species
havinghigherpriority for listing.The
statusof this duckis generally
comparableto thatof thethreeother
waterfowlspeciesnowunderpetition
forFederallisting from thePuertoRican
Departmentof NaturalResources(see
nextpetitionfinding below).Theaction
requestedby this petitionfor thewhite-
cheekedpintail hasagainbeen
determinedto bewarrantedaccording
to thebestinformationavailable,but
precludedby work on otherspecies
havinghigherpriority for listing.

In a petition, datedDecember27, 1984,
andreceivedJanuary3, 1985, theService
wasrequestedby theDepartmentof
NaturalResourcesof the
CommonwealthofPuertoRico to list the
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PuertoRicanpopulationsof the
following threespeciesof waterfowl:
Caribbeancoot,Fulicacaribecr~ruddy
duck,Oxyurajamaicensis;WestIndian
whistling duck.Dendrocygnaarborea.

All threeof theabovewaterfowl
specieshavedeclinedsignificantly in
PuertoRico, but informationon their
statusthroughouttherestof their
respectiverangesandtherelationships
betweenvariousislandstocksis still
sketchy.An administrativefinding that
the action requestedmaybewarranted
wasannouncedin a Federal Register
noticepublishedon July 5. 1985 (50FR
27637).Subsequent12-monthfindings
that the requestedactionwaswarranted
but precludedby work on otherspecies
havinghigherpriority for listing were
reportedin theFederalRegisterfor
August20, 1988 (51 FR 29671),July 1,
1987 (52FR 24485)andfor October4,
1988 (53 FR 38969).Theactionrequested
by this petitionfor thethreePuerto
Ricanwaterfowl specieswasagain
determinedto bewarrantedaccording
to thebest informationavailable,but
precludedby work on otherspecies
havinghigherpriority for listing.

In apetitiondatedNovember21, 1987.
andreceivedby theServiceon
November27, 1987.theServicewas

requestedby Mr. ReedF.Noesto list
Sherman’sfox squirrel.Sciurusniger
shermani,asa threatenedspecieswith
critical habitat.Thepetitioncitedthe
species’category2 listing on themost
recentvertebratenoticeof review
(September18, 1985, 50FR 37458),some
statuswork conductedby thepetitioner,
andotherdatain thepossessionof
FloridaNaturalAreasInventoryin
supportof theactionrequested.Formal
statusreviewfor this specieswas
initiatedby the1982VertebrateNotice
of Review.An administrativefinding
that theactionrequestedmaybe
warrantedwasmadeon March1, 1988.
A FederalRegisternoticeannouncedthe
90-daypetitionfinding on July 19, 1988
(53FR 31723).A 12-monthfinding has
subsequentlybeenmadethat theaction
requestedin respectto Sherman’sfox
squirrelis warrantedbut precludedby
work on otherspecieshaving higher
priority for listing.

Section4(b)(3)(B)(ili) of theAct states
thatpetitionedactionsmaybefoundto
bewarrantedbut precludedby other
listing actionswhenit is alsofound that
theServiceis makingexpeditious
progressin revisingthelists.
Expeditiousprogressis beingmadein
listing endangerdandthreatened

speciesandis reportedannuallyin the
FederalRegister.Themostrecent
progressreportwaspublishedon
December29, 1988 (53 FR 52746).

Author

Thisnoticewaspreparedby Thomas
W. Turnipseed,Division of Endangered
Species,U.S.Fish andWildlife Service,
75 Spring St.,SW., Atlanta, Georgia
30303(404/331—3583orFTS242—3583).

Authority:Theauthorityfor this actionis
theEndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973,as
amended(16U.S.C.1531 etseq.; Pub.L 93—
204, 87 Stat.884;Pub.L. 94—359.90Stat.911;
Pub.L 95-832,92Stat.8751;Pub.L 98—159, 93
Stat. 1225;Pub.L 97—304,96 Stat.1411;Pub.
L 100-478,102 Stat.2306;Pub.L 100-0.53.10~
Stat,3825),unlessotherwisenoted.

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife,
Fish,Marinemammals,Plants
(agriculture).

Dated:June12, 1989.
SusanRecceLamson,
ActingAssistaiflSecretaryforFishand
WildlifeandParks.
[FR Doc. 89—15417Filed 6—2&-8~8:45am]
BILUNG cODE 4310-55-N


	89-15417

